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Such a theory of war, limited as it was in its ends and
means, was no longer of service from the day when
an ambitious nation, Prussia, rose up out of conserva-
tive and monarchical Europe, resolved to take German
interests in hand, and capable of imposing rftihtary
conscription, thereby once more giving to war a fully
national character and, what is more, the scale and the
pace of the Napoleonic contests.

It is because we ignored that radical transformation
among our neighbours and the consequences it was
bound to bring about that we, who had created national
war, became its victims. To a people in arms, organised
for conquest, invasion, a fight to a finish, we opposed
a damaged tool, a reduced army, an army recruited
among the poorest and least instructed part of the nation,
as well as the processes of the eighteenth century (one
Aoes not go without the other) which could only do
for a diplomatic war, for a war with a limited end.

It is because the whole of Europe has now come back
to the national thesis, and theiefore to armed nations,
that we stand compelled to-day to take up again the
absolute concept of war, such as it results from history.
Now precisely because we are looking out for an absolute
concept, it is not immateiial whether we study such or
such page of history, such or such war, even if conducted
with success, in order to extract the theory we want.

We cannot draw our inspiration indifferently from
Turenne, Conde", Prince Eugene, Villars, or Frederick
the Great, even less from the tottering theories and
degenerate forms of the last century. The best of these
doctrines answered a situation and needs which are no
longer ours.

Our models, and the facts on which we will base a
theory, we must se$k in certain definite pages of history,
namely from that period of the French Revolution
when the whole nation was arming itself for the defence
of its dearest interests* Independence, Liberty; from
that period of the Empire, when the army born of that
violent crisis was taken in hand and led by the greatest
military genius that ever was, and thus gave rise to
matchless masterpieces of our art.

To proceed m that way does not imply following a
preconceived idea or a fixed system. War, like all other
human activities, undergoes changes; it does not escape